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Grades 1-3 

 Revised 2010 

If you do not finish all the questions on your field trip visit 
the Minnesota Zoo web site at www.mnzoo.org, look in the 
Animals At The Zoo area, for more information on the ani-
mal collection. 



Minnesota Trail 
Scavenger Hunt, Grades 1-3 

1. Name each of these .animals found in Minnesota. 

2. Write or draw a type of food that each animal eats. 

Beaver 
River otter Grey wolf 

3. Draw a line connecting each animal to its habitat. 

Lynx 

Porcupine 

Beaver 

Tree 

Pine 
Forest 

Pond or 
lake 

Tropics Trail 
Scavenger Hunt, Grades 1-3 

1. Look at these animals on the Tropics Trail.  What is 
their body covering?   Circle the animal that is similar to 
our body covering. 

SCALES 

FEATHERS 

• Ring Tail Lemur 
• Colobus Monkey  
• Komodo Dragon 
• Flamingo 
• Burmese Brown Tortoise 
• Tapir 
• Shark 
• Warty Pig 
• Armadillo  

2. Find and list the animals that fit each category: 
 
 Brown fur 
 
  
 Sharp claws 
 
  
 Eats fruit 
 
  
 Long tail 
 
  

HAIR / FUR 

Put at least one stamp impression in this booklet at one 
of the Minnesota Trail stamp stations write the name of 
the animal by the stamp. (You can do more if you want.) 



General Observation 
Scavenger Hunt Grades 1-3 

1.  Pick an animal of your choice.  Stop and watch for 
 5 minutes. 
2.  Record the following: 

    Your animal choice 

    What color(s) is your animal?  
     How many legs? 
     Where does it live? 
     What does it eat? 
     Where does it live? 
       What does it eat? 
     What is it doing each minute? 
         1st minute _____________________ 
 2nd minute _____________________ 
 3rd minute_____________________ 
 4th minute_____________________ 
 5th minute_____________________ 

Draw your animal here 
 
 
 
 
What happened different with this animal you 
watched than the other animal you watched? 

General Observation 
Scavenger Hunt Grades 1-3 

1.  Pick an animal of your choice.  Stop and watch for 
 5 minutes. 
2.  Record the following. 

Your animal choice ____________________ 

What color(s) is your animal?  
     How many legs? 
     Where does it live? 
     What does it eat? 
     Where does it live? 
       What does it eat? 
     What is it doing each minute? 
         1st minute _____________________ 
 2nd minute _____________________ 
 3rd minute_____________________ 
 4th minute_____________________ 
 5th minute_____________________ 

Draw your animal here →→ 
 
 
 
 
 



Northern Trail 
Scavenger Hunt, Grades 1-3 

1. Circle the species on our Northern Trail which lives 
in China and nowhere else in the world. 

2. Circle the animals that eat meat. 

3. Circle the animals that have thick fur to 
keep them warm in winter. 

Bison 

Takin Bactrian Camel Trumpeter Swam 

Wolf 
Pronghorn Amur Tiger 

Caribou 

Bison 

Moose 

Pig 

Bactrian Camel 

Discovery Bay 
Scavenger Hunt, Grades 1-3 

1. Label each animal as a mammal or a fish. 

Dolphin Shark 

2. Circle the animals that need to breathe above the water. 

3. Observe the dolphins.  With your pencil, shade this      
dolphin as the dolphins are.  Notice how the shading helps 
 its camouflage. 

Tropical fish 

Sea Star 

Shrimp 

Dolphin 
Sea Turtle 



Ask your friends, teachers, chaperones , Zoo volun-
teers and people you meet what their favorite ani-

mal is and why they like it. Make a list below. 
 

_Animal                    Why  do you like this animal? 
 

________     ___________________________ 
 

________     ___________________________ 
 

________     ___________________________ 
 

________     ___________________________ 
 

________     ___________________________ 
 

________     ___________________________ 
 

________     ___________________________ 
 

________     ___________________________ 
 

________     ___________________________ 
 

________     ___________________________ 
Thought question: Was there one animal that was 
more popular than others? Why do you think it is 

liked by more people? 
 

 
 
OBSERVATION QUESTIONS: 
Students, to get the most of your field trip remember to 
slow down and observe the animals carefully. Below are some 
thought questions your chaperone can ask as you tour the 
trail together. Some may have any answer or look for answers 
in the graphics or ask a volunteer. 
 
PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS 
▪What kind of covering (skin) does this animal have?  Would 
you like this kind of covering? How would your life be differ-
ent if you had this kind of covering? If you were a scientist 
naming this animal what would you call it? 
 
DIET 
▪Can you see any food in the exhibit or signs the animal has 
been eating?  What do you think this animal eats?  Do you 
think it eats more than you eat in a day or less? Why? 
 
MOVEMENT 
▪What movement is the animal making? Why do you think this 
animal moves like it does?  Can you move like this animal does? 
•Is the animal sleeping? We all make small movements even 
when we sleep. What movement can you see from the animal? 
Look carefully. 
 
HABITAT 
▪Look at the animal’s surroundings. Why do you think the Zoo 
keepers have chosen the rocks, plants, and other items that 
are in the exhibit? Do you think you would like to live in this 
type of habitat? 
 
 
 
  



 
Make a list of the animals you see today , the 

time you saw them and  
what you saw them doing. 

 
Animal       Activity                        Time 

 
____________________________________________ 

 
____________________________________________ 

 
____________________________________________ 

 
____________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________ 

 
Were the animals more active in the morning  

or in the afternoon? 
 

 
FUN FACTS 

Every week zookeepers serve roughly 75 
bunches of lettuce, 100 eggs, 500 mice4, 8000 
crickets, and 80,000 mealworms to  more than 
2000 Minnesota Zoo animals? 
 
Hard boiled eggs are a favorite treat of the 
wild boar of Russia’s Grizzly Coast 
 
If you weighted 100 pounds and ate like a sea 
otter, you would eat 25 pounds of seafood , or 
the equivalent of 100 quarter pounders a day! 
 
Animals of the Zoo receive a variety of frozen 
treats as enrichment, including fruit, fish, and 
meat “popsicles”! Watch for signs of enrich-
ment added to the exhibit area. Did you see any 
today? 

 

 



Use this space to sketch an animal of your 
choice. Be as detailed as possible. 

Make a list of questions you have that you 
would like to research at home or in your 
classroom. 



Russia’s Grizzly Coast 
Scavenger Hunt Grades 1-3 

 

1. Which country is not found along the Russian Grizzly 
Coast? 

 
CHINA COSTA RICA JAPAN RUSSIA 

2.  Circle the animal would you expect to find swimming 
along the coastal shores? 

3. Cross out the item not part of the diet for sea otters? 

4. What helps bears dig for grubs, pick berries, hunt 
and catch and clean fish? 

 
_____________     _____________ 

5. Match the 2 animals you would find in the same        
habitat? 

 
FOREST 

 
 

ROCKY COAST 


